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Planting methods and soil bed preparation are criti cal to 

having successful results when establishing all gra sses.   
 
Apply seed with a Brillion seeder or a drill seeder  (depending on 

availability and the size of the project).  Apply 1 /2 of the seed at a time, 
going opposite directions with each pass if possible. Rake or drag lightly 
to cover seed to a depth of no more than 1/4 inch.  Lightly roll the entire 
surface to firm the seedbed when possible. 

 
Irrigating will help to speed establishment. 

 
Newly planted grasses, should not be grazed prior t o the young 

plants reaching a height of 18" to 24".  At this stage, grazing should be 
kept to a minimum and only in short duration with a  low number of 
animals.  In many instances emergence is not uniform and you should 
exercise caution not to graze a newly planted pasture based only on the 
largest plants.  There is always the possibility that late emerging plants 
will be grazed before they can establish.  

 
The question is often asked, how many days, weeks or months will it 

require before a pasture can be grazed?  Our standard answer is, "it de-
pends". It depends on the grass variety planted. It depends on how 
quickly the seed germinates. Most of all, it depends on the growth stage 
of the new plants. In other words, it is impossible  to predict when a new 
pasture can be grazed other than to monitor the stages of growth. 

 
During the drought of the late 1990's, one of our customers planted 

50 acres of Kleingrass in the Rocksprings area.  Four years later when it 
rained, the Kleingrass finally germinated and came to a complete stand. 
The gentleman called and asked if we had ever heard of seed lying dor-
mant for four years?  Our reply, “no, we’ve never m et anyone with that 
much patience before”.  

 
Moral: Impatience has ruined more potential grass stands than any 

other factor. 


